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IDICAL PROFESSION 
BY SERVILITY IN ITS 
‘MEMBERS. 


THE 
DEGRAD 


The history of Medicine proves no class of 
men more servile in their thoughts and ac- 
tions than physicians. ‘hey are too often 
mere imitators of one another. There are 
but few, clear, bold, independent thinkers 
among them. For thirteen hundred years 
the errors of Galen controlled the mind of 
every or nearly so, acknowledged member of 
the profession throughout the civilized world 
And when appeared these bold enough, to 
break the fetrers which had bound themselves 
and their fellows so long, they become mere 
mouthpieces and leaders of parties holding 
doctrines equally erroneous. 
state of things at the present period. 

The doctrine we advocate in this respect is, 
“be no man’s man.” We haveas little con- 
fidence in him, who, without due investiga- 
tion, follows Hahnemann, as in him who fol- 





And this is the | 
palpable absurdity of it goes to prove, either 
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lows Galen or Broussais. We advocate 
‘principles not men.” We urge, as essen- 
tial to the progress of true medical science 


and art, that every practitioner should to the 
utmost, employ the abilities with which he is 


endowed, to comprehend those principles ap- 
plicable to the art of medicine which have 
been proved true, Piles whicn and Phys- 






holog dy csgehel chiang foe 
acl wledged ; but a principle of 
sr wn or even sought for until 


cure 

. It is a remarkable fact, that 
e, until bis day, perceived that the heal- 

tog | law of core, distinet from 

the laws of « Physicians have, until 


the last fifty years, acted under the erroneous 
notion that a true theory of disease was the 
only essential thing to a prompt, safe, and 
certain cure. And the prevalence of this 
error at the present time, is the chiéf cause 
why so few embrace Homeopathy; and the 
reason, also, why there are So few genuine — 
practitioners of it even among those bi pre- 
tend to have embraced it. — 4 
The same beaten track is trod now, as vo 
thousand years ago; andalt h some 
fications at times have been adop Bie 
oné anterior to Hahnemann had dared toad: $ 
vocate a radical change in therapeutics, ale © 
though some of the ablest of the profession ~ 


had declared a reform necessary in this branch 


of the healing art. The present classification 
of the Materia Medica receives the confidence 
of the Allopathic school, and continues to be 
taught in the colleges, notwithstanding the 


that physicians have ceased to think, or they 
dare not doso. We cannot believe that any 
competent person who carefully examines 
that pretended class of drugs termed Tonics, 





THE AMERICAN JOURNAL OF HOMOEOPATHY. 








but would be convinced, not alone of the folly 
of such a classification, but, when employed 
in practice, under the definition given of Ton- 
ics, the tendency must be to injure or destroy 
Tonics are said to be those medicines, which 
are supposed ‘to increase the tone of the mus- 
cular fibre,” or, as Eberle has it, “ medicines 
which impart vigor and tone to the system, 
without materially increasing either the heat 
of the body or the frequency of the pulse.” 

The opinion heid by physicians and the peo- 


tt re are Tr ail impart 





y 
am giving you the mare potent tonic to give 
yo ONE Those who have experience, 
tonic drugs, in the doses 

bi § school, indace weakness. 
speaks, or rather boasts, 
m for her to do so lately,) of 
ples in the treatment of 
mainly the classification 
é @ Medica. That is to say, dis- 
ee 98 are cured on the “scientific principle” 
of an Emetic, of a Cathartic, of a Tonic, of 
n Astringent, of a Narcotic; of an Anti- 
> ‘spasmodic, of a Diuretic, of an Expectorant, 
of a Sialogogue, of an Emmenagogve, Ke. 
&e. It is to us the occasion of surprise, that 
this arb trary arrangement of drugs should be 
denvuminated ‘‘established principles.” There 
is another point in close connection, to which 
we would ask attention. It is this, the same 
drug is sometimes found in several classes 
For example: Mercury is classed among 
drugs which are said “to repress inordinate 





ong | rative effects- 


and irregular museular action,” “to give 
strength to the system;’ “to quicken or in- 
crease the evacuation from the intestines,” to 
“promote the menstrual discharge,” to “in- 
crease the natural exhalation from the skin,” 
“to increase the salivary discharge,” to “ oc- 


veasion a discharge from the nustrils,” and to 


“expel worms from the intestines” Now, 

we will not andertake to deny that mercury 

may produce some of these effects in the bu- 

man system, and many more ; but we do deny 

that the practitioner of Allopathy can at will 

control the action of that mine:al +o thats 

effects only as be may desire shall take pla 
And further, most of these would be the pt 
sonous effects of the mercury, and not thes 
a distinction which would ha 
ve, had it not been for 

f many members of the 

Similar re- 

‘other drugs, but the 

is, to furnish proof 

, that there is a want 

and independent thinkers in 

sssion. The interest of all 

ed if each one for himself, 

ake a careful, thorough and hon- 

tion of the theory and praciice of 

in doing this, on no account 
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This disease is prevalent in differeut parts 
of our country. In some places it assumes a 
malignant chaacier, and is very fatal. We 
have been infurmed that the Homeopathic 
ireatment has been eminently stecessful, with 
the exception of two places, and we are almost 
certain that these failures were in consequence 
of a mixed practice, which cannot be too se- 
verely reprobated. That physician who can- 
not trust pure Homeopathy in all diseases, 
has yet much to learn, and the sooner he sets 
himself about acyuiring a knowledge of the 
principles of our art, the better for his own 
interest and that of bis patients. 

The dysentery bas not prevailed in this 
city as ithas in the country. On inguiry of 
several physicians of our school, in this city, 
all of whom have had numerous cases of that 
disease to treat, not one proved fatal. 
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; _ | is in almost every case of pvisoning through 
<> Subscribers who are in arrears for this| the stomach, exceedingly small as compared 
Journal, will confer a favor on the Proprietor | with the quantity of poison. 


by remitting the amount immediately. The opinion that severe diseases require 
| severe remedies, is a delusion originating in 


ithe misapplication of chemical, mechanical 
land toxicological ideas. The mass of the 
ON THE USE OF | chemical equivalent is never expressed by an 
CHEMICAL & MECHANICAL MEANS | extremely small fraction ; neither is that of 
AND LARGE DOSES, IN CONNEX- | the mechanical equivalent, in case of the ve- 
ION WITH HOMCEOPATHIC | locities which ordinarily fall under our obser- 
PRACTICE. vation. To form acomplete and pure com- 
; ; __ | pound, we weigh out the smallest component 
Being a report made to the American Institute | in a quantity which is immense as compared 
of Homeopathy, at ils Fifth Annual | with the smalles: quantity which would act 
Gatien, te June; 1008.  easeesfetly on the living body. To arrest a 
large moving ball by means of a momentum 
| equal and opposite to its own, we must select 
A physician who administers a chemical | a ball, which—in order that it may have the 
antidote in large doses, does not thereby re- | requisite momentum, (i. e. product of mass 
pudiate the doctrine, that agents which are | into velociiy) with any velocity which we are 
therapeutic, in the strict and proper sense, | capable of giving it—has an immense mag- 
should be administered in small doses. The | nitude as compared with the smallest dose 
law which regulates the neutralization of a which would act powerfully on the living 
poison in the cavity of the stomach, is radi-| body. Again, in order that a drug may quick- 
cally different from that which regulates the | ly destroy the life of a healthy man, i e., in 
cure of the morbid phenomena which the poi- | order that it may be a poison in the strict 
son has already produced. The first is a law | sense of the term, it must be given in a dose 
of chemical action, the last is a law of vital which is immense as compared with an efli- 
action. Entirely different conditions are re- | cient and judicious therapeutic dose; and this 
quired to be fulfilled in the two cases. The is no less true where the therapeutic object is 
neuiralization of a poison requires energetic | to counteract a poison, than it is in most other 
chemical affinity between the poison and the | cases of acute disease. The dose of medicine 
antidote, or between some of their components. | depends upon the nature and intensity of the 
It also requires a certain relation between the | morbid action, and not upon the quantity of 
mass of the poison and thai of the antidote— | poison that has produced it. 
the ratio varying with different substances. The case is entirely different where the ub- 
The same quantity of the antidote which | ject is—not to remove the disease already in- 
would be required to neutralize a given | duced by the poison, but—to prevent the poi- 
amount of any poison in an inanimate vessel, | son from inducing the disease. This last is, 
would be required to neutralize it in the ca- | in strictness, rather a hygienic than a thera- 
vity of the living stomach; no more, no less. peutic measure. It is more analagous to sur- 
A poisonous dose will always require a pon- | gery than to medicine proper. Here the Ho- 
derable dose of tne chemical antidove—in case | meopathic physician suspends for a moment 
of some substances, a quantity about equal to his functions as a therapeutist proper, and 
that of the poison, in others less, in others adopts mechanical or chemical expedients, 
more. like a board of health, a surgeon, or an Allo- 
On the contrary, no known chemical rela- | pathic physician. 
tion, and no near approximation of weighi,; The object of medical police is mainly hy- 
are ever required between the poison andthe gienic: it removes noxious filth in order to 
antidote employed to remove the disease | prevent disease. Its object may be either to 
which the poison has produced. The rela-| prevent an apprehended endemic in a city in 
tion is the vital one expressed by the law si- , which it has not yet commenced, or to prevent 
milia similibus curantur, The quantity of | it—when once commenced—from extencing 
the vital antidote whici is indispensable, and | to individuals not as yet attacked, or—in re- 
even the quantity which is most advantageous, | ference to individuals already attacked—to 
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obviate a repetition of the poisonous action 
a repetition which is aggravating and pro- 
Songing their disease. In all these cases, even 
in the last, it is merely removing the influence 
of morbific physical agents, but not any mor- 
bid vital action. Its object and function are 
preventive. 

So it is with some of the earlier operations 
of a Homeopathic physician, called to a re- 
cent case of poisoning, where the poison is 
still chiefly in the cavity of the stomach. This 
cavity is practically exterior to the body pro- 
per—the living organism. But imto this or- 
ganism a portion of its contents are every 
moment liable to enter. Among the earlier 
steps which he is bound to take, is the neutral- 
ization of the poison, or its removal from the 
stomach, orboih. For example, if the patient 
has swallowed acetate of lead, the physician 
administers a large dose of sulphate of mag- 
nesia. He nentralizes a corrosive or poison- 
ous acid by calcined magnesia, and against 
potash, soda or ammonia, be gives vinegar or 
other non-poisonous vegetable acids. 

In all this, his object is not to act on the 
living organism, not even on the stomach it- 
self, bat on the coments of the stomach; and 
it would be as absurd to restrict him to Ho- 
meopathic principles in the choice of the 
agent and the dose, as it would be were he 
cleaning a crucible, or fumigating a house, or 
purifying a street. However, from the facili- 
ty with which substances in the stomach may 
act on the organism, he is bound to avoid, as 
far as possible, the formation there of new 
hurtful compounds. 

Another part of the duty of the physician 
frequently is to remove the poison from the 
stomach. In this case, his function is anala- 
gous to that of the surgeon, when he removes 
a buliet, a needle or any foreign body from 
the flesh. The surgical operation, as to its 
direct and immediate effect, may not be reme- 
dial ; it is oftener, on the conirary, a positive 
evil, a cause of present pain and hemurrhage. 
The secondary and remote effects of the first 
stage of the surgical operation are not reme- 
dial, but on the contrary, may be inflamma. 
tion of the paris which require to be divided 
before the foreign body can be reached. Yet 
we deem it right to inflict such evils, in order 
to prevent a greater evil. So the Homeopa- 
thic physician, whilst he denies that vomiting 
is a proper therapeutic operation, nevertl.e- 
less considers it admissible as an antitoxical 
operatiun, He would not hesitate to tickle 





the fauces, or to administer large quantities 
of tepid water, in order to ex: ite io certain 
muscles that morbid action on which vomiting 
depends. He would thus excite a temporary 
disease in these muscles, for a merely me- 
chanical purpose, viz: the expulsion of the 
poison. In other cases, he might produce this 
as an additional result, by the con-inued ad- 
ministration of a comparatively harmless an- 
tidute: for example—io envelope and partial- 
ly neutralize, and also to remove corrosive 
sublimate, he would give the white of eggs 
until he excited a sufficiently copious vomit- 
ing. 

The Homeopathic physician, aware that 
emetic and cathartic drugs are often produc- 
tive of immense mischief, will prefer the more 
harmless measures above mentioned, in all 
those cases in which he considers them equal- 
ly efficient. But if cases occur in which the 
use of such means, or of the stomach pump, 
are not likely to remove the poison as prompt- 
ly as active emetic and cathartic drugs, and 
delay was dangerous, he would not hesitate to 
employ these drugs. Like the surgeon, he 
would not hesitate to inflict the less injury, 
for the sake of preventing the greater, 

Another duty of the physician, is to correct 
the pathogenetic effects which the poison has 
already produced in the living forces or or- 
ganism. The treatment for this purpose 
should frequently be commenced simultane- 
ously with that for the neutralization and re- 
moval of the poison, and should always be 
continued jonger. Here, the physician is 
called to operate, not on brute matter, but on 
the living organism and the immaterial vital 
principle. On this account, we de: ominate 
the medicine employed, the vita) antidote, in 
contra-disiinction to the chemical antidote, 
which operates on the poison itself. 

The dose of the vital artidote may differ, 
according as we are treating for the primary 
pathogenetic action, or for the consecutive ef- 
fects. 

When a large quantity of poison has been 
taken, and ponderable quantities of it are still 
circulating with the blood, and continually 
acting on the organism, it may be proper in 
some cases to give larye doses of the vital as 
well as of the chemical antidote. Uniil nearly 
all the poison has been removed or neutra- 
lized, aad whilst it is making violent and con- 
tinually repeated assaults on the vital power, 
the repetition of the morbific action is contin- 
ually reproducing the disease, and rendering 
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a repetition of the medicinal action necessary. 
This repetition of the medicinal action can 
be secured by the frequent repetition of small 
doses; but i: may also be secured by repeat- 
ing at longer intervals, doses which are large 
as compared with those which would be pro- 
per in the Homeopathic treatment of ordinary 
diseases, however violent. -By the larger 
dose, circulating like the poison in the blood, 
we secure a continuity of therapeutic impres- 
sions, corresponding to the continuity of the 
morbific impressions to be cumbatted. On 
this ground, I justify the practice so common 
in the Homeopathic school—of giving coffee 
and some other vital antidotes, in large quanti- 
ties, at the commencement of the treatment, in 
cases where pvison has been recently taken. 

But this principle does not justify the ad- 
ministration, either of large or frequently re- 
peated doxes in ordinary diseases, however 
violent. The aciion of a large quantity of 
poison, still entering, or just introduced, into 
the circulation, may be compared to that 
which gravitation exerts on a falling body. 
The earth acts on the body every instant, and 
accelerates its descent, unless resisted every 
instant. On the other hand, ordinary dis- 
eases, originating in a primitive morbific im- 
pression, may be compared to the action of a 
blow which rolls a ball along a smooth hori- 
zontal plane. By asingle biow in the oppo- 
sie direction, the ball may be retarded, and no 
subsequent acceleration can take place with- 
out a new impression; and the ball may be 
stopped by repeated and small blows given at 
long intervals. 

This simple illusiration suffices for the ob- 
ject I had in view, and with those who know, 
that in therapeutics, forces primarily parallel 
and in the same direction are virtually antag- 
onistic. But were my object to enlighten an 
antipathist, in regard to the great Homeopa- 
thic law, that one impression weakens the 
effect of a similar one, I might consider the 
force which is ultimately to act in arresting 
the ball, to be at each application of it first ap- 
plied to a spring, and applied in the same di- 
rection in which the ball is moving. The 
reaction of the spring is ina direction opposite 
to the motion of the ball, and resists it. To 
represent the force as applied through such a 
medium, has another advantage ; it illustrates 
the continued action of a single dose, and the 
reason why frequent repetitions are unneces- 
sary in ordinary diseases. The spring — which 
here represents the reaction of the vital forces 








—exerts for a considerable time its antagonis- 
tic action. 

{I have stated one case for the administra- 
lion of large doses ; another is that of apparent 
or approximate death, from a poison or other 
sudden impression. I shall consider this in 
another place.] 

But suppose the poison once neutralized or 
evacuated, or both, what is our daty then? 
What will be done by a true Homeopathic 
physician? In other words, what will be 
done by any physician who understands the 
true principles of the healing art? He will 
endeavor to remove, by appropriate Homao- 
pathic medicines, the morbid actions which 
the poison has excited in the living organism. 
In effecting this, he will not ordinarily resort 
to large doses, or even to crade drugs, in any 
dose; for he has learned that small doses and 
the peculiar preparations of the Homeopathic 
school, are in general vastly superior in their 
efficiency as well as in their safety. 

Does any sceptical bystander ridicule the 
proposed means as evidently inadequate to the 
end, on account of the disparity between the 
mass of the medicine and that of the human 
body; or is the physician himself disturbed by 
a similar a priori doubt, when about to ad- 
minisier an inconceivably small quantity of 
matter to remove active inflammation, violent 
spasms or agonizing pains? Is he tempied 
to doubt whether it is not conirary to all the 
analogies of nature, to suppose 'hat so minute 
and ethereal an agent, can act efficiently ona 
hundred and fifty pounds of matier, or on any 
one ounce of it? 

The answer is ut hand. In the case of 
light, caloric or electricity—whatever physi- 
cal theory we adopt in relation to their nature 
—there is a material agent, which ‘n impon- 
derable doses is capable of powerful action 
on the same gross and weighty buman body. 
Whether we adopt the hypothesis of the emis- 
sion of particles, or that of the undulations of 
an elastic medium, in either case, the agent 
is material, and so comminuted or rare, that 
it would be impossible to weigh with the most 
delicate balance a decillion of grains of the 
emitted particles, or a mass of the elastic fluid 
as large as the terraqueous globe. These 
particles or this fluid must, in the case of heat 
and electricity, penetrate with great freedom 
the pores of iron and gold, and, in the case of 
light, the pores of glass and diamond. 

To reject the teachings of Homeopathic 
experience on such a speculative ground, as 
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the presumed impossibility that minute doses 
of an attenuated medicine can act on such 
great and gross bodies as ovrs, would be like 


the reasoning and conduct of a man, who | 


should say to his friend, You need not fear 
to keep your bare hand almost in contact with 
a bushel of intensely ignited coal, nor to gaze 
at the meridian sun in a clear sky, with your 


tivity of minute portions of matter in a mi- 
nutely divided state, why should a sane man 
reject the abundant proofs which experience 
furnishes, that the Homeopathic preparations 
possess great activity, and are capable of con- 
trolling violent diseases, and antidoting viru- 
lent poisons? The a priori improbability 
being removed, we are left at Jiberty—nay we 





inflamed eyes. In either case, the size and are compelled—to admit the testimony of ex- 
weight of your body will perfectly secure you; | perience in regard to the power of Homao- 
for I have asceriained that the weight of the pathic doses and preparations, just as unhesi- 


matter that would enter your system in a 
whole day, is less than that of the highest at- 
tenuation which the most visionary Homeo- 
pathist ever administered in the pores of a 
grain of dry sugar of milk. 

Now the physical facts stated by this theo- 
rist are perfectly true; but his practical con- 


tatingly as we do the same testimony in rela- 
tion to the above mentioned transcendentally 
active agents of nature. Why then should 
we generally administer large doses, if expe- 
rience has proved that small ones are more 
safe and generally more efficient ? 

I will anticipate one ebjection which may 


clusions are utterly false; as every child | be raised against this doctrine, in its applica- 


knows, from sheer experience. Such conclu- 
sions would only be worthy ofa closet philos- 
opher, who had lived since his infancy in a 
cell destitute of windows and fire, and lighted 
with the faint flame of an inaccessible lamp. 

In like manner, our closet speculator— with 
perfectly just ideas in regard to the weight of 
electricity—having learned—what is indeed 
the fact—that a thunderbolt is much lighter 


tion to cases of poisoning. It may he said, 
you have removed the poison from the sto- 
mach and intestines, but not from the blood. 
Do you expect to antidote and combat, by your 
infinitessimal doses, the poison which may be 
circulating in the vascular system? To this 
I have three answers. First, The chemical 
antidote, previously administered, is also se- 
luble and susceptible of being received into 





than the smallest dose of Homeopathic medi- | the blood. It is circulating in the blood-ves- 
cine ever employed, might very consistenily | sels as truly as the poison; and if it has been 
venture to receive through his body, the shock administered in the requisite quantities, it is 
of the most powerful electrical battery, or | there meeting the poison in the interior of afl 
stand during every thunder-storm, with an) the organs, and there exerting the requisite 
unfinished lightning-rod resting on his head. | chemical power. Secondly, 1 have supposed 
Imagine the rod to be complete except ai the | the vital antidote to have been given in large 
lower part, where it terminates in the room! or in frequently-repeated doses, for a few mi- 
five feet above the floor, and is eked out by | nutes or hours, whilst any considerable quan- 
the erect body of our consistent Allopathic | tity of the poison remained in the blood. This 





philosopher. 

If it is obviously preposterous to deny the 
power of light, caloric and electricity, in de- 
fiance of experience, how can it be reasonable 
to deny the power of the Homeopathic doses 
and preparations, in defiance of experience ? 
The medicinal portion of these preparations, 
differs from crude matter, in some degree of 
approach towards these imponderable agents, 
in respect to their rarity and the minuteness 
of their parts. The molecules of the impon- 
derable agents must be inconceivably minute; 
and on this minute division their acuvity pro- 
bably depends. But our belief in the fact of 
their activity is founded on experience. The 
teachings of this experience in regard to them, 
No sane man rejects. With such analogies to 


will not be for a long time, as nature effec- 
tually strives to eliminate these foreign sub- 
stances. Thirdly, The chemical and the vital 
antidotes to a poison are rarely identical, and 
ordinarily very dissimilar. Consequently, if 
we give the chemical antidote in ever so large 
quantities beyond what is necessary to neutra- 
lize the poison, we thereby do nothing to- 
wards enabling us to dispense with the vital 
antidote; and on the other hand, if we give 
the vital antidote in ever so large doses be- 
yond what is necessary to correct the morbid 
affections of the living organism, we thereby 
do nothing at all either towards neutralizing 
or removing the poison which is circulating 
in the blood-vessels, any more than we should 
if it were still in the stomach or intestines. 





remove the a priori improbability of the ac- 


The chemical and vital antidotes cannot per- 
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form functions which are vicarious to each 
other. 

Experience has demonstrated, that in al- 
most every case—especially where there is 
mot a continual repetition of the morbific ac- 
tion—the vital antidotes act best in exceeding- 
ly small doses. One exception is admissible ; 
that is where the excitability is nearly or en- 
tirely suspended in a sudden manner; as in 
cases of apparent death from lightning, when 
the nervous energy has been suddenly ex- 


hausted by this external cause, or in cases of 


drowning, strangulation or other cases of sud- 
den asphyxia of an external or mechanical 
origin. It isthe property of true medicines 
to act on life, but not ona dead body. In 
many of these cases of incipient or apparent 
death, the first object to be attained is a 
mechanical one, (like vomiting to remove a 
poison) and our first object is to employ means 
which will excite ceriain muscular actions. 
In asphyxia from the above causes, life will 
often be restored, provided we can only re- 
store the mechanical actions of respiration. 
These will be followed by the chemical ac- 
tions producing the arterialization of the 
blood, and the chemical actions will be fol- 
lowed by that degree of vitality which will 
reproduce the mechanical actions, and thus 
restore the whole fanction, which will then 
be carried on spontaneously. Now in this 
series, ihe primary mechanical actions must 
be artificially excited, and the physician is 
operating in the capacity of a mechanic. He 
for a moment, lays aside his peculiar and 
more transcendental prerogative, as an engi- 
neer for regulating the vital forces by the ap- 
propriate delicate agencies, in order to give 
the engine astart by a coarser lever. Now 
this may ofien be done by inflating the lungs, 
by reciprocating movements of the ribs, by 
electricity, frictions and stimulating applica- 
tions. Itis no disparagement to Homceopa- 
thic therapeutics, that it cannot, like electri- 
city, produce muscular actiun in a dead 
body. Yet these mechanical actions may be 
essential to resuscitation, after which the Ho- 
meopathic medicines are the most efficient 
agents for restoring the patient to healh. A 
similar reason for jarge doves may exist in 
cer:ain cases of insensibility, or of partial 
death from some kinds of poison. 

But does this justify the resort to large 
doses in cases of apparently approaching or 
incipient death from ordinary disease? Ii 


does not. For in this case, the vital powers | recovery. 








| 





are weakened by a previous and often a re- 
mote morbific impression. If an Allopathic 
dose be given, it may either accelerate or re- 
tard the death a few minutes or a few hours, 
but it will in either case render the death 
more certain. If a large Homeopathic dose 
be given, it will render the death both more 
speedy and more sure. I am willing to have 
such practices judged with exclusive reference 
to the good of the patient, and to waive all 
considerations of policy and of regard to the 
reputation of our glorious and benificent sys- 
tem. But | will say, that to resort to any 
other than proper Homeopathic treatment, 
merely because a case is desperate, is to give 
the false impression that large doses and crude 
drugs are more efficacious than the small 
doses and the potentized preparations of Ho- 
moepathia. If they were so, they should have 
been given earlier, and not when, at best, they 
can but tantalize with a hope to be presently 
extinguished in despair and death. 

As to large doses in genera), they are in- 
deed capable of producing effects which small 
doses ordinarily willnot. For example, they 
can excite violent purging, vomiling, sweat- 
ing and other morbidly excessive excretions. 
Bat these effects are worse than useless. The 
most common apology is the expulsion of bad 
or excessive bile and other vitiated secretions, 
which the physician imagines in the stomach 
and bowels. The patient is especially warn- 
ed that these will accumulate if there is the 
least constipation. To be convinced of the 
ater falsity of this doctrine, he has only to try 
the experiment under Homepathic treatment. 
it may require a little time to remove by Ho- 
maeopathic treatment the constipated habit ; 
but during this time, the patient observes that 
his excretions are vastly more natural in 
character and vastly freer from any excess 
of bile or vitiated matter, than when he took 
cathariics and emetics. Every Homeepathic 
physician knows, that when the constipation 
has continued for many days, the stools are 
usually of a healthy character. He general- 
ly allows constipation to continue from four 
to seven days after accouchement, and finds 
the stools to have a better character, and the 
patient a better recovery, than when the evac- 
uation takes place in two or three days, whe- 
ther spontaneously or by a cathartic. In 
cases of small pox, I have known the consti- 
pation continue fifteen and twenty-two days, 
and be followed by perfect stools and a good 
The convalescence commenced 
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before the evacua'ions, and were not caused 
by them. I have known no injury from such 
a course in any instance. 

The effects of overloading the stomach— 
even with undigestible food—can in almost 
every instance be best obviated by Homeo- 
pathic treatment with small doses. Large 
doses of ordinary domestic coffee—which, in 
a single dose, has a Jess permanent action 
than most other drugs—is sometimes resorted 
to in such cases, I have not found it neces- 
sary, but cases may arise which will justify 
ils use, 
~ As to hard substances accidentally swal- 
lowed,or taken with the food—such as small 
coin and buttons, and huge quantities of cher- 
ry stones—emetics and cathartics are admis- 
sible, as in cases of poisoning. But the Ho- 
meopathic physician will in such cases pre- 
fer tepid water, and other evacuants which 
are but slightly medicinal. 

Another enquiry of some importance in re- 
lation to the boundaries of the Homeopathic 
art, i. e. of medicine proper, is that which re- 
Jates to the appropriate limitation of surgery. 
Time does not now allow me to give this a 
full examination, I shall, as in the case of 
the preceding topics, content myself with a 
few hints, 

Surgery has its uses and abuses. There 
will always be cases requiring mechanical 
treatment. For example, fractures and dis- 
Jocations can neither be prevented nor cured 
by Homeeopathic treatment; though after the 
replacement of the parts, it is a useful aux- 
iliary ; indeed as to the removal of the disease 
proper, it is our sole reliance. The wounds 
of large arteries present a similar case. 

Another class of cases, are surgical in their 
existing state, but they might have been pre- 
vented by appropriate Homeopathic treat- 
ment. For example, large urinary calculi, 
and the last stage of aneurisms of some large 
arteries, 

There is another class of cases, which do 
not belong properly to surgery in any stage ; 
but which the Allopathic school has general- 
ly treated, either wholly or in part, by exter- 
nal or mechanical means—means which be- 
long to and characterize the province of sur- 
gery. To this class belong most cases of 
opthalmia, schirrus, cancer, and a great va- 
riety of ulcers. Though the surgeon has not 
always neglected constitutional treatment, it 
has generally been the extremely defective 
treatment of the Allopathic schoo). The re- 











sults of this have been ofien so unsatisfactory, 
that he has relied much on surgery proper, 
and employed various external and mechani- 
cal means, including the use of the knife. 
How many useless incisions, excisions and 
mutilations are there not chargable to a de- 
fective system of medical treatment ? 
Homeopathia, in its present state, could 
obviate by far the greater part of surgery; and 
it is destined to obviate nearly the whole. 
Homeeopathia will do far more than supply 
its place. Dr, Mott, my respected instructor 
in surgery, was in the habit of saying, “ There 
is more honor in saving a limb than in ampu- 
tating it.” This honour will be especially 
awarded to Hahnemann and the Homeopa- 
thic physicians. Homeopathia will in time 
put an end to most mutilations for disease, 
whether they be the removal of limbs, of 
breasts, of tonsils or of uvule. Not only the 
destruction of useful parts, but the frequent 
abbreviation of life itself by their removal, is 
chargable to rejection of the benificent sys- 
tem founded by Hahnemann. Statistics show 
that the average duration of life among those 
affected with schirrus and cancer, is shortened 
by operations—that those on whom excision 
is practiced, die sooner than those who sub- 
mit to no operation. Most local diseases, so 
called, are really general; most surgical dis- 
eases, so called, are really medical. When 
the medical profession shall have generally 
appreciated these truths, and adopted the Ho- 
meeopathic art of healing, the average dura- 
tion of human life will be greatly increased. 
B. F. JOSLIN. 


New York, June 15, 1848. 


ON THE MEDICINAL VIRTUES OF 
CALCAREA CARBONICA. 


Read before the ** Societé Hahnemannienne.”” 
BY DR. CROSERIO, 


The Calcarea Carbonica of Hahnemann is 
a substance almost completely excluded, by 
modern physicians, from the Materia Medica, 
The school entitled Physiological, (Brous- 
sais,) uncertain whether to place it in the class 
of stimulants or of debilitanis, has preferred 
to determine its utility from its physical and 
chemica! qualities only, thus limiting its em- 
ploymvnt to externa] applications as an as- 
tringent and antiseptic. The ancients, how- 
ever, had perceived its efficacy in a large 
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number of diseases; in acidity of the stomach, 
in chronic diarrhea, in intermiuent fever, 
with congestion of the liver and spleen, in 
leucophiegmasia, in scorbutus, urinary calcu- 
lus, gravel, ekin diseases, itch, phthisis pul- 
monalis, internal ulcerations of the kidneys 
. and biadder, in scrofula, in excessive secre- 
tion of milk, in leucorrheea, in ulcerations of 
the neck of the uterus, and of the extremi- 
ties, in congestion of the joints, Among the 
proofs of the dynamic effects of Calcarea 
upon the living body, we may include the se- 
rious affections often produced by inhabiting 
newly-buiit houses, (which cannot all be al- 
tributed to the moisiure;) ihese effects, as re- 
lated by Desbois de Rochefort, agree very well 
with those observed in the pure ob ervations 
of Hahnemann: sneezing, frequent cough, 
slight affections of the throat, with constric- 
tions of the gullet, inclination to vomit, colic, 
diarrhea, dyseniery, constrictiun of the chest, 
and expecially paralysis. We have seen a 


patient affected, from the same cause, witha 
number of cold abscesses in different parts of 
the body. The diseases to which individuals 
engaged in working in calcareous ground are 
subject, described by Ramazzini, likewise 
agree with the pure symptoms of Calcarea. 


These are, tubercular concretions observed in 
the lungs after death, or expecturated, violent 
cholic of the siomach and intestines, dryness 
of the mouth, trembling, paralysis, obsiinate 
constipatien, contraction of the throat, diarr- 
heea, diffitul: miciuriion, itching, dryness of 
the skin, &c. These various diseases, pro- 
duced by the prolonged action of lime, can no 
more be attributed to any physical or chemical 
action upon the humors, than jaundice pro- 
duced by an attack of anger. 

The obgtrvations of Morton, Willis, Batens, 
Bulé, and other medical men on the employ- 
meat ofslime, either empirically or according 
to some supposed ideas respecting its chemi- 
cal actiomon the animal humors, are remark- 
able, as al the curative effecis observed by 
them are an exact expression of the Homeo- 
pathic law, as shown by direct experiment. 
Of this we may be easily convinced, for the 
number of symptoins furnished by Calcarea 
perfectly represent all the different kinds of 
ailments in which it has proved useful. ‘1 hus, 
Hippucrates, recommended lime in chronic 
diarrhea, on account of its astringent quality, 
and in the memoirs of the Academy of Medi- 
cine, Grangier re'ates several ubservations of 
its utility im that disease; among others, that 


of a soldier exhausted by dissipation, affected 
with hemorrhoids and worms, with stools 
sometimes mucous, sometimes sanguineous, 
sometimes purulent, and reduced to a state 
of complete marasmus, with an earthy skin, 
&c, who had resisted ail methods of treat- 
ment, and was cured in three weeks by the 
internal employment of lime water. Having 
remarked that blooc mixed with lime water 
did not putrify so rapidly, Robert, Morton, 
Pringle, and Macbride recommended it in 
putrid fevers, hectic fevers, and marasmus. 
We know that in the symptoms of Calcarea, 
some of the phases of these diseases are per- 
fectly represented. This antiseptic action 
has also caused it to be recommended in ato- 
nic ulcers. Macauley relates, in the me- 
moirs of the London Medical Society, the 
cure of an enormous ulcer of the leg, with 
swelling of the limb, which had resisted twen- 
ty years of treatment by the internal use of 
lime. Baumbauch relates the cure of a can- 
cer of the breast, obtained by lime water used 
internally, in consequence of its supposed an- 
liseptic virtues. 

But the most frequent employment of lime 
water is that which has been derived from its 
chemical action in urinary calculi. Whyitt, 
Butler, and other experimenters, observed 
that calculi were destroyed in lime water, and 
that even the urine of such as had swallowed 
a quantity of it reduced to a sort of a jelly a 
calculus immersed in it. From these facts, 
all authors, up to very lately, who have writ- 
ten on urinary calculi, have recommended 
lime water as the best lithotriptic. The cele- 
brated Sir Robert Walpule is said to have 
owed, to its continued use, relief from all the 
sufferings occasioned by a stone in the blad- 
der. 

De Haen, Willis, Adam, and a vast num- 
ber of other authors affirm, that though they 
have not been able to obtain the removal of 
the stone by its use, they have, nevertheless, 
found itto produce a cessation of the symp- 
tums caused by its presence in the bladder. 
This testimony of so many medical men, who 
have emploved this remedy, proves the reali- 
ty of the dynamic action of lime on the uri- 
nary Organs. Butler, indeed, says, that during 
the first days of the‘employment of lime water 
| the sufferings of the patient increase. They 
thus experience a true Homeopathic aggra- 
vation. He observed that the patients passed 
a thick, dark-colored urine, similar to an in- 





fusion of coffee. The nephritic pains pro- 
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duced by gravel were also cured by the use of 
this remedy for a sufficient length of time. 
Willis relates a remarkable example of this. 

This action of lime water on urinary con- 
cretions led to the idea that it might be also 
useful in those produced by gout and rheu- 
matism. Macbride and Whytt observed that 
if it did not entirely cure the gout, it rendered 
the fits less frequent, and less severe—and 
that it relieved the patients from affections of 
the digestive organs, more especially of ascid- 
ity from which they suffered. Benjamin Bell 
recommended lime water in caries of the 
bones. 

The alcaline nature of calcareous earth is 
the cause of its being used in acidity of the 
prime vie. Pringle and Macbride, moreover, 
have recommended it in weakness of the sto- 
mach. Its pathogenetic effects correspond to 
all these sympioms. 

Gaubius relates, that a man, after swallow- 
ing some crabs’ eyes, was atiacked with a 
sweljing of the face and red spots all over the 
body. 

Hahnemann, in subjecting Calcarea to di- 
rect experiment, has really enriched the Ma- 
teria Medica with one of the most energetic 
powers, and furnishing us with the means of 
determining the nuwerous cases of disease in 
which it may be employed with success, in 
spite of the neglect inio which it had fallen 
among modern physicians We shall now 
proceed to run over these cases, according to 
their pathogenetic symptoms, and give the re- 
sult of clinical experience. 

Symptoms 1586 to 1600 express a deep alte- 
ration in the arterial capillary system, and in 
the vital force, by want of internal hea’, and 
the excessive susceptibility to cold. Symptom 
1616 confirms this particular action by the 
continual excessive sweats on the least move- 
ment. 

Symptoms 1475 to 1477, by the production 
of excrescences on the surface of the skin 
show a special action of Calcarea on the fuac- 
tions of nutrition of that organ, and its power 
to cause the development of its tissue. 

Symptom 1177 shows a similar action on 
the usseus system. Symptoms 1435-44 indi- 
cate excessive weakness, 1432-34 tendecy to 
syacope and actual syncope. All these symp- 
toms demonstrate the efficacy of this remedy 
in diseases of the elementary tissues of the 
organism which preside over the nutrition 
and growth of the body. To this property it 
is indebted for its usefulness in the ages of 











infancy and youth, in affections of the glan- 
dulur and lymphatic systems, in excrescences 
and tumors produced by the development of 
abnormal tissues, in diseases of the bones, 
rachitis, and vices of confurmation. Thus, 
in infants, when the development of the or- 
ganism during dentilion goes on irregularly, 
tuo slowly, or is accompanied with sympathe- 
lic sufferings,carbonate of lime has been found 
useful in an immense number of these cases. 
When the development of the osseus system 
is too slow—when the fontanelles remain open 
—when the long bones bend, or their extrem- 
ities become swollen—when the child shows 
weakness of the limbs and loins, and can 
scarcely sustain the weight of its body, or 
walk, Calcarea, after a dose of Sulphar, is of 
great utility. 

A young lad, aged fifteen, extremely psoric, 
had remained exceedingly small and thin; 
his limbs were very slight, and his head too 
large for the rest of his body. He saffered 
from violent headaches when making any 
mental exertion; in his childhood he had suf- 
fered from feebleness of the limbs; he was 
very timid, especially at night; he could not 
bear to be lefi alone in the dark. Two doses 
of Calcarea, at forty-five days’ interval, after 
one dose of Su/phur, brought about such a 
favorable change in his constitution, that, in 
six months, his height, which had hitherto in- 
creased only from six to eight lines per an- 
num, gained four inches; his limbs, the hands 
and feet in particular, had become large and 
strong, like those of a young man who would 
grow to the ordinary height. 

My friend, Dr. Luther, related to me a 
case of a girl seven years of age affected with 
cyanosis, who presented all the appeurance 
of abnormal permeability of the ductus arte- 
riosus, from the difficulty of breathing, the ir- 
regularity of the circulation, the blaé discolo- 
ration of all the skin, &. The medicines 
employed according to the symptom’ present 
had little effect on the principal disease; a 
globule of the 30th dilution of Calcarea, ef- 
fected a radical cure in six weeks, probably 
by restoring the abnormal part to its proper 
state. 

The cure of lupus which has been effected 
by several Homeopaths, and of which I have 
just had a remarkable case in a girl of twenty 
years, who suffered at the same time from 
constipation and weakness of the stomach, 
with excessive catamenia, is another proof of 
the action of this substance on the reproduc- 
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tive e system, to which alone are referrible ihe 
production of those superfetations of abnormal 
tissues, mentioned in symptoms 1475--77. | 
Kretschmar has succeeded in curing condy|lo- 
mata and waris with Calcarea. 

A symptom which indicates its action on 
the capillary sysiem is excessive thirst and 
hunger, represented by symptoms 563--80 

The symptoms of swelling of the glands, 
445--7, 765--72, 1178, 1181--4, demonstrate its 
action on the lymphatic system and iis utility 
in scrofulous diseases. This specificity of 
action on the system of nutrition indicates 
its general usefulness in the age of develop- 
ment, in diseases accompanied by excessive 
emaciation or obesity. 

Symptoms 954.-85, 1123-28, which show 
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such remarkable effects on the female organs 


Judging from the symptoms we have above 
enumerated, nervous and lymphatic constitu- 
tions appear to be best suited to the action of 
Calcarea. 

Having finished the consideration of the | 
general phenomena produced by the action of | 
Calcarea, we shall now proceed to examine 
the particular organs to which we find, from 
the symptoms detailed in the Materia Medi- 
ca, it has an affinity, and the diseases to which 
they correspond, and also the cases of cure 
related by various observers as having been 
effected by Calcarea. 

It has a powerful action on the dermoid 
system. Sympioms 219--35, 237, 340--42, 
374, 409, 416-23, 432.43, 1122, 1168--69, 1255-- 





60, 1300--5, 1349--55, 1459--73. Symptoms 
of various kinds of itching and eruptions on | 


different parts of the body are a proof of this. | 
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| pecially the last. ‘The cure of ehawen 4 men- 
tioned by Rummel should be referred chiefly 
to its specific action on the diseases of adoles 


cence.* I once saw a case of a young girl of 


seven years, of fair complexion and lively 
disposition, who was cured in tour weeks of 
a chorea which had lasied six months by Bell., 
Cin., and Calc. Dr. Rueckert cured an epi- 
leptic with a single dose of this remedy, which 
is particularly recommended by Hahnemann 
in this disease from symptom 1445, above re- 
ferred to. 

Calcarea has a very well marked action on 
chronic headaches, reproduced, excited, or 
augmented by intellectual labor, as I have 
had opportunities of confirming by experi- 
ence, Hartlaub observed that it was useful 
when the headache appeared on making pres- 


of generation prove its efficacy in diseases of | °44¢ 0” the top of the head, and was aggra- 


this sex. | 


vated by the open air, or when it consisted in 
a drawing pain in the forehead, with cold of 


| that pact, or in shootings in the right side of 


the head, with painful sensibility to the touch. 

Calcarea is a valuable remedy in diseases 
of the eyes; it possesses, like Belladonna 
and Sulphar, a special action on the different 
furms of inflammation on these organs and 
their consequences, and in the symptums of 
the vision, especially in scrofulous subjects 
affected with glandular swellings. The nu- 
merous and very remarkable symptoms 238- 
316 show distincily its effects, among which 
we should notice the cure of opthalmie pro- 
duced by bodies introduced into the eye. I 
have three times had opportunities of verify- 
ing its efficacy in cases of throbbing in the 
eye or eyebrow, with or without headache of 
a similar nature. 

Symptoms 396--405 would induce us to be- 





This remedy has, however, been little used | lieve it to be useful in neuralgia of the face. 
jn such affections. I had once an opportu- I experienced its beneficial effects in an ago- 
nity of observing remarkable-effects in a case | nizing supraorbital neusalgia, whose return 
of dry ring-worm, with swelling of the glands it entirely prevented; in this case its action 
of the neck and mesentery where I succeeded, | was, in all probability, so favorable, because 
by means of it only, repeated once a month, | this neuralgia had the peculiarity of always 
in producing a complete cure in four months. | coming on after using milk for some time, 
A case of excessive itching in the scrotum) which is characteristic of Calcarea. Two 
and perineum, with severe hemorrhoidal af-| hours after taking the remedy, I experienced 
fection, was cured by a single dose of Calc. | for ten minutes the same kind of sensations as 
It is generally suitable in dry skin diseases | were produced by the disease, but in a very 
accompanied with itching. slight degree, and not even painful. Since 
Calcarea has many symptoms belonging to | then I have never had any traces of this hor- 
the nervous system; symptoms 291, 399, 400, | rible complaint. 
518, 1170, 1172, 1244, 1249, 1332, 1344, 1396, | * Symptoms 1396-7-8 show a power of pro- 


1397, 1398, 1417--19, 1422, 1423, 1426, 1430, | ducing those muscular movements character 
1444, 1445, are very characteristic, more es- | istic of chorea. 
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Calcarea is a powerful medicine in chronic 
affections of the ear, especially of the hearing, 
(symptoms 317--63 are very well marked) it 
is, accordingly, one of the most u-eful medi- 
cines in deafuess in the hands of Homauopa- 
thists: Kretschmar cured, by means of il, a 
Polypus of the auditory canal. 

The disagreeable and obstinate symptom of 
swelling of the upper lip, which we observe 
in children of scrofulous consiiiution, I once 
found to yield to the action of Caicarea. Hart- 
laub also saw it succeed where the swelling 
of the lip was accompanied by swelling of the 
point of the nose, wiih scabs in its interior. 

Its action on the glands may account for 
its utility in goitre. 

We have already spoken of its action on 
the digestive organs, in which it is so valaa- 
ble a remedy. Hartlaub found it useful in a 
case of pyrosix, occurring befire and afier 
eating, especially afier sweet things; and 
when the eructation of water took place only 
after eating, and was accompanied by vomit- 
ing of the food; in tendency to imperfect 
eraciations ; pain in the right side of the ab- 
domen, and shootings in the lower part of the 
abdomen in children, without appetite and 
without liveliness; in constant eructations 
after meals; pressure in the stomach, tre. 
quent risings, especially when the stomach is 
empty; at the same time periodical anxiety, 
bad humor, vertigo, palpitation of the heart, 
constipation for several days, want of appetite 
and emaciation; in chronic spasmodic affec- 
tions of the stomach, with vomiting of food, 
and bitter mucus, and with diarrhea of yel- 
low faeces. In a case of chronic gastralgia, 
the administration of Calcarea was followed 
by vomiting of a large quantity of pus, where- 
by the patient was cured, thus leading us to 
suppose that it may be useful in internal ab- 
Scesses. 


It is specific in swelling of the mesenteric 
glands in children, and in the diarrhea which 
accompanies dentition. Alihough our illus- 
trious master has said that the diarrhea of 
Calcarea appears to be the effect of the largest 
doses, this remedy does not appear to be less 
valuable in chronic diarrhcea with ulceration 
of the intestines and marasmus, and in that 
accompanying pulmonary phthisis. How- 
ever, Calcarea is most suitable in obstinate 
constipation. The symptoms 820.8, 834-7, 
811-66, demonstrate too clearly iis effects on 
-the termination of the intestinal canal, to per- 


mit us to duubt its great utility in diseases of 
this region. 

The numerous symptoms produced by Cal- 
carea on the urinary organs Jead us to pre- 
sume that it should be useful in catarrh of the 
bladder. Kreitschmar saw it cure a polypus 
of the mucous membrane of this organ. Uan- 
der its action the patient passed by the ure- 
thra several masses of polypi, together 
amounting to the size of a hen’s egg. I know 
not whether Humeeopathisis have already tried 
it in vesical calculus; it is probable it would 
at least mitigate the sufferings of the patient, 
as has b-en found to be the case in the Allo- 
pathic treatment, by lime water internally. 
There would, however, be no danger of poi- 
soning the patient, as happened to Beitahen 
io his experiments on the lithowriptic virtue of 
lime waier. 

The female genital system is affected by 
this medicine in a peculiar manner, as I have 
before remarked ; and when the menses are 
too abundant, too early, and preceded by vio- 
lent colic, we have in Calearea a powerful 
remedy, as Hahnemann observed, and as daily 
experience confirms. An uterine hemorrh- 
age in a young girl affec.ed with tubercular 
phthisis, which recurred on the least move- 
ment, and on the slightest emotion, which Sa- 
bina, Secale, and Chamomilla had only tempo- 
rarily arrested, was permanently cured by a 
dose of Calcarea, whilst the other symptoms 
of phthisis were at the same time ameliorated. 

When the menses are too abundant and 
weaken the constitution, Calcarea, alternated 
with Nux vomica in the interval between the 
periods, generally restores that function to its 
normal state. ° 

Homeopathists have often found it of use 
in the leacorrhea of leucophlegmatic indi- 
viduals whose caiamenia are tvo abundant. 

When there: is not a sufficient supply of 
milk in the breasts of nurses, if there exists 
no organic morbid cause for this fault, the 
administration of Carbonate of Lime is al- 
ways fullowed by a more abundant and nor- 
mal secretion. 

Symptom 1052—-“The cough becomes 
loose, and entire masses like pure pus are ex- 
peciorated,”* indicates its efficacy in certain 
cases of tubercular phthisis, which experience 
has confirmed. 








_— 


We may observe that this symptum belongs 
to the proving of Caicarea Acetica, and pot 
of Calearea Carbonica, 
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The extreme sensibility to cold and the 
symptoms of catarrh show its utility in per- 
sons subject to catarrh from a chill; and to 
this property of Calcarea I partly owe the re- 
establishment of my health. 

Symptom 1104—Dull blows from the pos- 
terior wall of the chest upwards to between 
the scapulz, isochronous with the beat of the 
heart, with great anxiety,”* expresses the 
sympioms of aneurism of the thoracic artery 
or of the heart so exactly, that it cannot fail 
to be useful in some eases of this disease, es- 


pecially when we connect this symptom with | 


those of the heart itself. “ Palpitation, anx- 
iety, spasmodic contraction, pressive and 
drawing pain in the heart, oppression in its 
movements,” &c. 

A patient who presented symptoms of by- 
pertrophy of the heart, and who had been 
treated for this disease by the first Allopaths 
of Paris for two years without benefit, had 
attained a great degree of obesity, and milk 
did not agree with him. He was much im- 
proved by repeated doses of Calcarea; Spi- 
gelia completed the cure. These considera- 
tions induce me to direct your attention to 
this remedy in cases of aneurism; edema of 
the extremities would be an indication for its 
employment in such diseases. 

The action of Calcarea in caries, which has 
been already discovered empirically by Allo- 
pathists, has been confirmed in its rational 
Homeopathic employment, as also in atonic 
and fistulous ulcers. Its specifie action on 
the bones is particularly manifested in the 
weakness of the extremities in children and 
in the abnormal configuration of the long 
bones in these subjects, in rachitis and club- 
foot, and in sponianeous dislocation, instan- 
ces of the cure of which are abundantly sup- 
plied by our periodical literature. 

As we have before remarked, Allopathy has 
employed Calcarea with success in obstinate 
intermittent fevers with abdominal obstruc- 
tions: Homeepathy, instructed by the febrile 
symptoms produced by this remedy, has fixed 
more precisely the cases in which it is useful 
Hartlanb recommends it in those fevers in 
which the attack commences in the afternoon, 
where the hot stage is not preceded by rigors, 
or when it predominates without thirst, with 
weakness and cold in the hands during the 
heat. 

The moral character indicated by Calcarea, 





* This symptum also belon to Calcasea 
Acttica. me a 





fearfulness, inquietude; taciturniiy, bad hu- 
mor, apathy, indisposition for labor, shows its 
utility in affections of the mind, when the pa- 
tients constantly imagine themselves the ob- 
jects of persecutions, or when they are con- 
vinced some misfortune is about to happen. 
If we may judge from the ensemble of these 
symptoms, Calcarea seems to be especially 
suited fur nervous, delicate, weak or excita- 
ble constitutions. 

Having thus touched upon the principal 
diseases in which Calcarea is useful, for I 
am far from thinking the picture complete, I 
| shall merely add that its action is best shown 
| after sulphur or nitric acid ; consequently in 
| some cases of chronic disease, it is useful to 
give beforehand one of these two remedies, 
although they may not be so Homeopathic as 
itself. 

Hahnemann asserts that this remedy is often 
as hurtful when repeated, as the first dose of 
it was useful; consequently we should let it 
exhaust its beneficial action before passing to 
another remedy. This remark has been too 
| often verified in our own practice to allow us 
to lose sight of it, like everything else relating 
to practical matters, proceeding from the pen 
of this great man. 

I shall terminate this by a last advice, and 
that is, to exercise prudence in its administra- 
tion. This remedy is one of the most ener- 
getic, and in spite of its peculiar adaptation for 
infantile diseases, we should be very circum- 
spect in our doses, especially at that period 
of life and in old age, for even at the end of 
six weeks it often produces very violent primi- 
tive symptoms, which might be attended with 











| danger if the doses given were too strong. 


This mediciue is peculiarly adapted for the 
practice of attenuating, so to say, the solution 
of the globule in several glasses of water con- 
secutively, as was the practice of our ‘great 
master. With respect to the duration of the 
action of Calcarea, it is very long. When it 
is very homeopathic we may look for saluta- 
ry effects for six weeks, and longer. 

Calearea is nearly related, as regards its 





dynamic properties to Belladonna. There 
are no two remedies in the whole Materia 
Medica which resemble each other so closely; 
so when Beiladonna appears very home@opa- 
thic, and yet does no good, we may be sure 
of Calcarea succeeding, and vice versa. 
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Fer the American Journal of Homeopathy. 
PHILOSOPHY OF DISEASE. 


Accustomed to use the word “ philosophy” 
only in a sense adapted to the teaching of the 
modern inductive school, I have come to ap- 
ply it but sparingly to the speculative branches 
of human science. Nosology has been, to 
some considerable extent, esteemed an exact 


cussion of certain eruptions acquired, without 
inoculation, but by the mere presence or Vi- 
cinity of the diseased person. This is estab- 
lished by Hahnemann by a chain of facts en- 
tirely too strong to admit of a reasonable 
doubt. 

In addition, I will mention a confirmatory 
| fact, within my own personal knowledge. It 
is the case of a highly respectable and liber- 



































science, whilst practical medicine has been | ally educated gentleman, of the legal profes- 
and still is one of the most speculative branch- | sion. In childhood he had the itch, which 
es of the Allopathic science of medicine. In| was plastered and annointed in every possi- 
Homeopathy we are presented with an accu- ble way. It had finally become a serious dis- 
rate and truly philosophical system of practi- ease, when SulpAwr, (I think in spirits,) was 
ca’ medicine ; whilst a field for speculation is | used both internally and externally. Under 
stili afforded in the Philosophy of Disease. | this treatment the disease yielded. But re- 
Yet it is not all speculation ; there is much | cently—perhaps twenty-five years aflerward— 
that is now rendered certain, that was before he was greatly troubled with what was called 
but the subject of conjecture. The Inductive | salirheum, It became exceedingly trouble- 
system of reasoning—a primis ad posteriores some; and when it would partially disappear 
—may sometimes be safely departed from, | he was taken quite unwell. At last the old 
and the very opposite course adopted. Hence | jich occurred to his mind; he resoried to the 
@ posteriori reasoning is sometimes entirely Sulphur, and the eruption very soon began to 
satisfactory, and is the ouly form of argument | disappear and bis health was restored. This 
the particular case will admit of. | is mentioned not as a proof of all of Hahne- 
This is emphatically the case, when we at- | mann’s doctrine, but as confirmatory of cer- 
tempt to get at the nature and causes of dis- tain parts. In mentioning to this gentleman 
ease ; especially that which is of a constitue Hahnemann’s doctrine about cutaneous dis- 
tional character. ‘Thus, the fact that in cer- eases, with which he was wholly unacquaint- 
tain districts of country, people are liable to ed, he at once discovered the relevancy of bis 
peculiar diseases, leads to the conclusion thet own experience, and was much surprised, 
there is some invisible, intangible substance, having been a good deal prejudiced against 
which occasions this disturbance of the human Homaupathy. 
organism—which has received the name of I have above only indicated the process by 
miasma. What it is, no one can safely affirra; which we arrive at the causes of divease, or at 
but we infer a cause {rom the effect. In con- any knowledge of them. The facts of Ho- 
stitutional disease, in general, this principle: meopathy, taken together wiih all the record- 
is applied. Thus, we behold a ;erson of ma- ed experience of the medical profession, now 
ture years, without any known present cause, clearly negative ceriain things. They posi- 
die of the same disease of the lungs with | tively prove that disease is an incubus or ter- 
which his father or mother had died, years rible something superadded to the system, and 
before; and we infer the existence of a pe-| which may be purged, sweated, blistered or 
culiar constitutional taint. And yeti, in this , bled away. And yet they do not prove that 
case, neither physiological signs, or chemical these processes may not sometimes be followed 
analysis, can often detect the least peculiarity. | by entire convalescence in some strictly acute 
We deduce a cause from the obvious effect. | diseases, Now, it has been seen that the 
This, in the new school, is likewise denomi- | purging, puking and sweating, and various 
nated a miasma. The reasoning upon which | other processes of many years, cannot drive 
such title is based I do not propose to go into; | from the system the virus of itch. Similar 
but it is not left to mere speculation, but is remarks might be made of others. It has 
founded on the strongest chain of a posteriori, | been shown that the vile discharges occasion- 
as well as analogical reasuning. I may meb- | ed by calomel and other drugs are not the de- 
tion, as among the strongest points in this | parting disease, but the effects of the so-called 
reasoning, that persons, undoubtedly free from | medicine itself. 
the constitutional taint, often acquire the very! Then, the question has arisen, what is dis- 
same disease, and that, too, from the reper-| ease? We answer, that it is not a substance, 
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an organism—bat an abnormal action or state | 
Of the system or some of its parts. Ifthis be) 
true—and it seems to be an inevitable conclu- | 
sion, from recent developments—then the just | 
application of the term dynamic, (signifying 

power or force,) is sufficiently obvious. Hence 
to speak of diseases as occasioned by “ dy- 
namic causes,” is only to say that they are 
occasioned by causes calculated to disturb or | 
disarrange the dynamism or forces of the! 
system. 

Here we arrive at no common speculative 
theory; but use a philosophical term broad 
@novgh to cover all the known facts. It al-| 
lows room fur the most powerful dose of | 
tive drugs to produce a violent effect, whilst it | 
at the same time admits of the more volatile | 
and diffusible poisons producing, almost in- | 
stantaneously, equally violent us, in ex- 
ceedingly small quantities, if 

We are now prepared to see most 
how important may be the mere 
—how absence of exercise, or® iu 
ticular posiure, may perma 


e- 





health. It is not that they superadd something | 
foreign to the sys:em, but derange its dynam- | 
ism. 

But it is in contemplating the known facts | 
in relation to the operation of the minute di- | 
lutions of medicines, that this new and ex- 
panded view of the nature of diseases is ren- 
dered ihe only one possible. Here we behold 
a disease utterly eradicated, by the action of | 
a dose of medicine, which adds an utterly in- | 
appreciable amount of matter to the system. | 
Bat the subtle forces of the system are affected | 
in their action, and the deranged force cor- | 
rected. When this is freely done, and then | 
only is there said to be a cure, 

Milwaukie, July, 1848. H.C. K. | 


HOMCEOPATHY IN GERMANY. | 


| 
| 


AUSTRIA. j 


It is boasted of the medical academies in 
Austria, that not only are they distinguished | 
as schools, but that those educated in them do 
honor to them; if this be true, then mast the | 


tem was permitted, which had previously been 
forbidden, at the suggestion of the body phy- 
sician Siiffi, on the 21st October, 1819. At 
present there exists no hindrance to the free 
practice of Homeopathy; the dispensing of 
medicines by physicians is allowed by law, 
and several Homeopathic Hospitals are flour- 
ishing in various provinces. 

Among the pbysicians of Vienna, who are 
distinguished by their excellence in, and en- 
thusiasm for, Homeopathy, we may mention 
Drs. Arneth, Bohm, Braun, Fieischmann, 
physician to the Gumpendorf Hospital, Froh- 
lich, Gerstel, Glucker, Gnadiger, Gorstel, 
Hampe, physician to Prince Lichtenstein, 
Hirsch, Landsmann, von Lichtenfels, Lederer 
who had the honor to treat the Princess Mary 
of France, Lowe, Marenzeller staff-physician, 
one of the first and most celebrated Homeo- 

athic physicians, Mascbauer, Menz, Mont- 
el, Muller, Nehrer, (now in Presburg,) Ple- 
yel von Pleyburg, Polatsek, Puffer, Reisinger, 
Richter, Rothansl, Schlesinger, Schmelzer, 
Schmid, Schaffer, Schultz, Schwarz, Sigel, 
, Sireinz, wierzina, ‘ledesko, Pro- 
Vrecha, Wachtel, Watzke, We- 

Wurda, Wurmb, Woarstel, 

th Imperial Counsellor and Pro- 


ides these, there are in Austria—Drs. 
Bergmann, Huber, Pleninger imperial dis- 
trict surgeon, and Reuss in Linz, the last-men- 
tioned is physician to the well-known Hospi- 
tal of the Sisters of Charity; C, Mayerhofer, 
convict physician in Kremsmunster; Heller in 
Schiogl; Dulalion in Thalgau, near Salz- 
burg; Schider, press to the Cardinal 
reigning Bishop Schwarzenburg in Salzburg; 
Kuhne in Gastein; S:i)l in Oberneukirchen ; 
Taubitz in Glaubendorf; Braun in Theschen; 


|Haber in Herzogsdorf; Mayor in Schnee- 


berg; Steiner in Tioppau. A Homeopathic 
Hospital is being erected in Steyer. 
TYROL, 

In the Tyrol are, Bayer, army surgeon in 
Bregenz; Hechenberger, district physician in 
Weissenbach; Morz in Insbruck; Marchesa- 
niin Botzen; Matzecker in Meran; Wein- 
seisen in Lofer; and many of the monks 
practice Homceopathically where there are no 
physicians. Several districts, as for example 
Langkamphen, Zell, Landl, have petitioned 
Government for physicians of the new school. 

BOHEMIA. 


In Bohemia, by decree of the Government, 
dated 15th March, 1821, the Homeopathists 
were indirecily permitted to di-pense their 
medicines. The names of the following phy- 
sicians are known to us: Drs. Altschul, Bar, 


empire reckon not only the largest number of | J. Hirsch, Hofrichter, Lewi, H. Lovy, and 
sceptics, but also the large-t number of Ho-| Schaller in Prague; Fiedler, Kromada and 
mcopa hists, according to the impartial spirit |Gersune in Teplitz; Brand in Pilsen; Flsass 


or prejudice, the intciligence or the reverse of 
individuals, exclusive of the common herd, 
who cannot go beyond the verba magistri. 
The history of Homeopathy in Austria is re- 
markable and in-tractive. Pursuant to a de- 
cree of the jate Emperor Francis, of the 8th 
February, 1837, free exercise of the new sys- 





in Kolin. Haunstein in Guttesgab; Haupt- 
mann in Strickna; Holeczek in Kladrau; 
Huber in Riechenau; Knaf in Commotau; 
Kuzischek in Brug; Maller in Brux; Nen- 
ning in Hohenfurt; Netolitzky in Senften- 
berg; Sigl in Gorkau; Sturm in Postelberg, 
Brit. Jour. Homeopathy. 
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Norice.—A few copies of Vols. 1 & 2 of the 
“ American Journat or Homaopatuy,” ticy 
be obiaiced; bound $1,25—stitched $1,00, of 
Charles G. Dean, No. 2 Ann street, New 
York ; C. L. Rademacher, 39 North Fourth 
Street, Philadelphia and Otis Clapp, Boston. 


Those who may desire to subscribe for this 
Journal in Boston, may do so at Oris CLapr’s 
Book Store, 12 School-street. 
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NEW "rari DIS- 
| ARY 


At 57 Bond Street. Open daily—Sunday’s 
excepted—at 12 o'clock, M. Also, on Sat- 
urdays, at 12 o'clock, M., for the treatment 
of Surgical Cases. 

















OTIS CLAPP, No. !2 School-st., Boston, bas 
on hand, and for sale wholesale and retail, a large 
assortment of Homoeopathic Medicines, in tine- 
tures, triturations, dilutions and globules; arnica 
flowers, sugar of milk, pure alcohol, distilled water, 
pellets, etc. Physician’s pocket and family cases 
of medicines on hand and prepared to order, also 
a complete assortment of H Books 
which are offered to the trade, and at retail as low 
as can be purchased elsewhere. 


HOMCEOPATHIC PHARMACY, 





Chicago, Ill. 
B.H. BARTLETT Agt. respectfully informs Ho- 
meopathic Physicians, and others, that he r 


sale, warranted, the principal HOM 
MEDICINES, in their differerent 


and dilutions ; Pure Spirits of Wine, for preparing 
and preserving medicines: Distilled water, pre- 


amare ee nse ; Refined Sugar of Milk ; 


5 proliets, Vials, Corks, Diet Pa- 
is. Arnica Flowers and Arnica 


gle vials refilled, and Physician’s 
ye chests on hand, and put up 
ers by mail or otherwise for any 











Friday—Drs. Hawks & Allen sit 
Saturday—Drs. Joslin, Bayard, MeVickar 
and Cator. 
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SMITH’S HOMGEOPATHIC PH, 

No. 488 Broadway, corner of 
J. T. S. Smith has a large 
pathic Medicines, in tinctures, tritu 
tions and globules ; Arnica flowers ; Sugar of Milk, 
Pure Alcohol, Distilled Water, Pellets, &c., &c. 
Physician's Pocket and Family Cases of Medicine 
on hand, and prepared to order. Homeopathic 
Plasters a substitute for ordinary Court and Ad 
hesive Plaster, and an excellent application for 
Corns. 


C. L. RADEMACHER, 39 North 4th street, 
between Arch and Cherry streets Philadelphia, 
Agent for the Leipsic Homeopathic Medicines, 
respectfully informs the Homeopathic Phisicians 
and the friends of the Homceopathic system, that 
he has always on hand a good assortment of Ho- 
meopathic Medicines in their different prepara- 
tions, viz : Tinctures, Triturations, Dilutions, and 
medicated Pellets. 

Medicine Chests of different sizes for Physi- 
cians, with Tinctures and Triturations, Dilutions, 
or medicated Pellets. Also constantly on hand, 
Family Medicine Chests to suit, Hering’s Domes- 
tic Physician; Laurie’s Homeopathic Domestic 
Medicine; Epp’s Domestic Homeopathy ; New- 
man’s Homeopathic Family Assistant; and the 
Family Guide. Also Refined Sugar of Milk, Al 
cohol, Visls af different sizes, Corks, Labeis, &c 





















ticl $, or for any Homeopathic pub- 
ity attended to. 


J. F. DESILVER, 112 Maio St.. Cincinnati, 
Ohio, is the Agent for the West, of the Homepa- 
thic Pharmacy at Leipsic. Physicians and others 
can always be supplied at this establishment with 





"| pure medicines adapted to the homeopathic sys- 


tem of treatment ; medicine chests suited to Dr. 
Herring’s Domestic Physician ; refined sugar of 
milk, &ec. Also Agent forthe American Journal 
of Homeopathy edited by Drs. Kirby and Snow. 
New York; a semi-monthly publication at one 
dollar a year and adapted to lay readers. 


GENERAL AGENCY of the Central Ho- 
meopathic Pharmacy at Leipsic for the United 
States, No. 322 Broadway. Wm. Radde respect- 
fully informs Hom. Physicians and the friends of 
the System, that he is the sole Agent for the Leip- 
sic Central Home@opathic Pharmacy, and that he 
has always on hand a good assortment of the best 
Homeopathic Tinctures and Medicines in their 
different Triturations and Dilutions: also Physi- 
cian’s Pocket and Family Medicine Cases, con 
taining from 27 to 300 vials. Pure Spirits of 
Wine. Fine Vials, different sizes, and made 
of white glass. Corks. Diet Papers. Labels 
Homeopathic Chocolate. Arnica Plaster, an ex- 
cellent application for Corns. Also an assortment 
of Hom. Books, in English, German, and French , 
as Jhar’s Manual of Hom. Practice, in 2 vols., By 
A. Gerard Hull,M. D. Hahnemanun’s Chronic 
Diseases,'in 5 vols., by Ch. J. Hempel, M. D 
Hahnemann’s Materia Medica, 2 vols., by Ch, J 
Hempel, &c. 
















